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Community Comes in Unexpected Forms 
By Carla Garner 

 
Early pioneers found community necessary, even when settling in remote regions.  

Everyone had to help each other when barns where raised and prairie fires needed all hands to 
put them out.  Neighbors came together in good times and bad.  Sometimes community came in 
unexpected forms. 

 That spring day in 1867 when John and Lorena Jeffery pulled up in the family’s covered 
wagon there was nothing on the horizon except open prairie covered with waving grass that 
stood to the settlers’ knees.1 The place they picked to put down roots was only a mile and a half 
southeast of Waverly, Nebraska.  But it wasn’t Waverly when then, the town didn’t exist yet.2 
The Jeffery’s had few neighbors and they were far from any “civilization.” It would be a hard, 
lonely life in those first few years. Something must have worked for them though, because John 
hauled lumber by wagon from nearby Plattsmouth3 and built the house where their twelve 
children were later born.  They became successful farmers4 and raised a large family on the 
plains.   

Not all the children survived their early years though, so John buried their babies in a 
grove of walnut trees on the property.  And as Waverly was settled, John invited the people of 
the town to bury their loved ones in the same walnut grove. This kind invitation was taken up 
until the Waverly Cemetery was established in the southeast corner of the little town.5 Perhaps 
John Jeffery learned this compassion from his grandfather.   

John’s grandfather, also named John Jeffery, made a good life for himself and his family 
when he brought them from Ireland to settle in the wild country of Wayne County, Ohio in 
1820.6 These industrious people helped clear the land and build a thriving agricultural 
community.  The elder John also shared his family’s burying place with the village.  Knowing that 
other families had loved ones laid to rest on his property, in later years John Jeffery made the 
land part of his will “…the burying ground on the farm I now own and reside upon…shall forever 
remain free to the use of the public as a place to bury the dead and my real estate shall be sold 
and conveyed excepting said burying ground.”7 This burial ground still exists today as the Parks-
Breton Cemetery in West Salem, Ohio.  
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